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Lerks

They ceme down in a patch of whesat,

and, as we drew near,: '

the flock flew away-:

and left the startled field qulte enpty.

. In the thicket thev look Jlke fire;

P ~ when they.rise, like silver darting.

i And. they. go by even before they go,
cuttlnp through your wonder.

Our poor eyes, know1np only
that . the whole flock hes gone,
cry. "Larks!" to those who rise,
'and are lost, and 51np.

'they leave us full of yesrning,
.. with a wonder and a: quiver
in body and, in soul...

Larks, sdn! Above us sweep
the larks across the, ulaﬁn"

o Gabrlele Mistral
(Translated from the Sfarlsh by
Lengston Fughes)

Benedlct Arnold's march to Cuebec - Januarv Meetlgg.

TIuliz 7% 30 p.m.’ { : PLACL‘- 28thu$t Church of the Brethren
DATL: January.27th s £ - . Upion Ave..& 28th: St. Altoona, Pa, .
DAY: Tuesdey : 15 =8 d Y PR

©. We will be treated to:-e most unusual progrem Tuesday ‘eveping when Bill Anslinger
presents his slide talk on a journey he took :last year across upper Vew Enpland to
Quebec., Bill was one of the merchers in. the reenactment of Arnold's march on Canada,
Fis slide work is guite good and the coversge of this area: of: our:country should. be
most appezling, Arrold's role has often been:misconstrued in history, so in the  con-
cern for accuracy and truth JOln in, On an ellghtenlng view of the pest

So much of - the Blcentennlal seems- comner01al which mlpht have ‘some baszs s o

the early Yankee outlook on work and profit, but much of the celebration has to do with
a reevaluating of the people and the land. ‘Many are looking not only into the past of
our nation but into the total or sll encompéssing identity of ourselves., It is good to
put Arnold in his proper place. It is healthyito seek a refined definition' of who' and
what we are and were, This looking to the roots of existence relates to our ‘conservation
work for the ja rts of the eco-system all interact to creste the non-static whole. Our
awareness, then, is crltlcal to our healthv ex1stence as a people in harmony with the
land - : : vy T

There has been sdch a varietv of. great programs! - Bring out the frierds and everys.
body for a nice evening's gettogether. This would be enother fine program for younger
people. :

Winter Field Trips'

There is telk of heving a few outings lste in Japruaery or early February for birds,
Sinking Valley is. just rirht for seeing good hawls and lsrks., In with the lar!s could
be snow buntings. Definite plans will be mzde at the Tuesday meeting., If irterested
in going with these groups of birders call Al Burd -or John Orr. :



Seventh Anrual Christmas Bird Count :
New records were set this year as'32 observers spert a good dey counting. This is . .
the most we have had teking part. A record of differept birds seen-was: set, at 48.
A great blue heron wss seenin the count period but not on the count day for an over-sll
total of 49 - just 1 shy of our best total of 50! We missed some fgood ones - birds that
are expected: meadowlarks were not seenm with the -horred ler)s. Mo gelden-crowred king-
lets could. be found....No wirter wrers, cedarﬂwaxminﬁs,.redfbtﬁasted'hutheiﬁhes4m£reat‘.
horned owls, red-headed woodpeckers, purple finches or srow buntings were picled up., If
these and some of the others that are Pﬁﬁhﬁ”to'bé“ﬂiﬁtéffﬁﬁéﬁﬁéﬁts‘QEH"BE‘TSEH&} our
count will be going for a total of 60! Few people realize how many winter birds are to
be seen here. Our territory is such, though, trat some shore and river birds are not
as common as elsewtere,

The birds seen are as follows:

whistling swan 1 cormon snipe 6 common crow , 108 comm. grackle 11
$onada goose 180 rock dove 125° bl-cap chickadee 246 br. head, cowbird 14
mallard 57 :mourning dove .27 . tuited titmouse 135 cardirel 136
accipiter hawk 1 " screech owl - wh-br, nuthatch 90  eve. prosbesk 113
red-tailed hawk 5 belted k’pgfisher 6.n_brown creeper - 2 house firch 5
rough-legged hawk 1 common flicker.1 = . carolina.wren 17 fmer, goldfirch 13
mersh hawk 2 pileated woodp. 3 mockinrgbird 6 Dk, —eyed. junco 350
American kestrel 11 red-bellied woodp, 2 American robin 1 tree sperrow 92
ruffed grouse T hairy woodp, 17 ruby cr. kirglet 2 wh. cr. sparrow 5
ring-necked pheasantl downy woodp., 83.  starling. . ..959 .wh. thr. snarrow 23
turkey 8 horred lark 321  'house sparrow 367 song sparrow 17
killdeer 19 blue jey. - 6 red-wg, blackbird 8 bob-white 1
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The carolina wren total was a high. These southern birds are coming in fast. The
house finches were a first as were the red-winged blackbirds._ Don Wharton's team saw
6 common spripe - another first. The €anada geese were in two different flocl's. ifike
and Margaret Chonko saw the ore; Larl Higeins, Apne Morie fehner and Stusrt Forer saw
the other. DBill lLosevear's tesm saw an accipiter hawk. The house finches were seen
by ladge Guick's team in Bellwood. This was a great yeer for evering prosbesks,

The temperature was 22 to 3C dégreés and there was 3 1i§ht snow on the gpround.
A great covered dish dinrer was held, as usual, and meny would agree that there is a
lot of fun to be had at these affairs,

February Banquet

lake your reservations now for this anhual dipner.: Tt will begin-at 6:30 p.m,
on February 24th - Tuesday - at the Z8th St. Church of the Brethren., Price is $3.50.
Call your reservations in to MarthaeBulliven '(695-0052). The final deadlirie has to be
firm and is Sat. February 21st. This will be a home style meal, Didh Martyr, our
Mid-Atlantic Field Lepresentative will be our guest and speszker, ' i

Winter Birds Sirhted "~ Deec. 27th = 6 snow ‘buntings: Mike Chonkoj Dec’ 28th Mile G,, “John

" Orr & Jotin McCall saw 2 snow buntings. All these were in Sink-
ing Velley, Bernice Levinson had a goldfinch, 2 housé finches and’1l pire siskin at her
feeder Jan, ‘17th.” John Orr had 6 male house finchies and 3 femsle Jan. 1lth. A prest
hornéd owl was' phStographed sitting in'°é snow bank nesr ‘Bellwood last week, Bill:
losevear was reported by the State 'Police who were doinp their ‘own count and had a lead
from someone in the Tipton area sometirie near the 2lst - 23rd on a suspicious character!
A building was burned down the 23rd - just one more of a long line of arsons in trst
area.'Bill‘37teém'bovéfed”thét‘seﬁtidh~Of the -circle. This incident shows us the problem
of going out in the field when some ‘local ‘¢rime has the whole county iumpy. 8

Llection of Officéfs':_At our Japuary meeting we will have -elections. Bill hoseveésr
' - . 1s listed as the candidate for vice-iresident: Claire White is
slated as the candidate for secretary. I'ominations may be made from the floor.

fiscellapeous 1. Anyone interested in owl calling - csll John Orr. John and Bruce ‘

_ . Black called in two screech owls on the count. Don Vherton and his
sister and John Orr called in 'a few screech owls in Jate December,  We would 1il’e to ret
the great horred owl end the barred owl. SR 4 ” £ 1 -

2. Bluebird Report: Bill Rosevesr reports thet the houses this vear
are being built for Sin) ing Valley and will be out by March 1lst, He's rot flyins :
squirrels livirg in one of his houses now &t Prince Cellitzir, Tall to Bill about this: -
project at the Januasry meeting. :

3. American -Birds reports. lie are now doins & 4 seasons renorting to
this jourral on populations in our general area, ' Feep lists of birds seen: arrivel dates,
departure dates, population ‘dsta, etc¢. The current reporting period ‘erds Arril 15th,.




