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Christmas Skv'Show' December 30th*
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TINE. 7 30 DATE Tuesdav/December 30th R SRR ST
PLAGE. Planetarlum - Hollldavsburg Sr HlEh School, Hol11davsburg,xPa.

i Fred Marschak the dlrector‘of the planetarlum w1ll present for our- zroup ‘a. spe01al
Chrmstmas skv show. ' :He-has beeh highly: pralsed for the fine shows:and talks that he
has given to the publlc and to. studentsi = Sineé' this is an:evening reserved just for our v
group we may bring anyone we want - friends, familv, relatives - anyone. Perhaps there
are some:young people whom you micht-invite. - students: or nelghbor klds.::We will have
a short bu31ness meetlng (verv short) and refreshments. e A : sicfib e g o B et ug

@ur normal 1ast TuesdaV of the month holds for this event. Normallv we do not :
have a meeting in December since-the Bird Count takes place then, but: thls will be an ..
exception, Admittance is free, so please feel free to come and bring a crowd! To get
torthe high-school coming from Altoona and Lakemont;, vou turn right:one block before
the.first-Hollidaysburg stop*light -~ onto Hart St.: Take Hart St.- pas¢ the" Jr. ‘High -
for:a~total-of-two blocks to. Montgomery St. where vou turn’ right apgain and” proceed rleht N
on down.to-the:Sr: High. {on Monteomery St.) .When vou. ket to:the school turn”in-to your -
right and park. Bow  WRE B T v s N e

Christmas Bird Count

The-8eéventh ‘Annual Christmas Bird Count will -take place December 21st - a Sunday W1th1n
thescotintheircle centered-in-Culp, a crossroads in:Sinking’ Valley:- This vear- promlses C
to.brirg better than ever‘results.. A lot of" ‘people have signed-ub already for it and "
moretwill- be contacted soon. * Call John Orr if vou want to take- partt He-is 'the count "
compiler- -~ the one who coordinates the whole thing, writes it up and”submits’' the resilts
to Natlonal for.- publlcatlon in-American:Birds; Call’ h1m for anvthlng at 9&3 5629 or étop
by his place evenings at.300l:4th Avenue, Altoona.
----- .- Who would  go out on a-day when::snow and ice micht combine with cold to get’ voud= i
Each year more and more -people.step out for a- thrllllng adventure with nature, Armed‘ ;
with binocenlars, lots .of sleep the:night before, fresh baked-oatmeal ¢ookies, lorg 17 of
underwear; -good ;guides and- warm'socks, thé cowiters.drive and ‘hike abouf- for hours from
daybreak to:dusk. At dusk the teams come into Skelp for:the' t¥aditicnal’ covered dish *= -
dinrer and meeting at the Grange Hall: Some-don't’ go:fér thé entiré day. Plan what ‘you -
want and John Orr will set up a territorv for vou. Those who are not too sure about all
the winter .species.that -might turn:up should get:in with a: team ‘that has dn. éxnerisndsd
_leadgg. It is possible.to:igo out for as few ss 2 or 3 hours. -Don Wharton will head the
team in the Canoe. Ck. Dam area. -Farl Higgirs will take Spruce Ck., Fton Hill and. Tvrone, .
Bill Rosevear will handle Tlpton and 220 to Rellwood Madee Nuick. has Bellwood Paul
Luckner has a special section in Sinking Vallev. Blll Nurrav heads up - the.. tesm at Point
View. Kurt Gansauer takes the high trails 4into mountalnous areas: this vear to the power-
line near Rt 220 and Bellwood - up and over to the St. Game Lands and the Sinking Vallev
side. John Orr and John McCall take Sinking Valley proper. Don Whprton.also is in charge




af* Canoe Valley from Yellow Springs to Water St. The Greenwood/Fast End/Juniata terri-
tory has not yet been taken by a team. It is hoped that the different spots or areas
will be taken on by a team as their own to be worked up. An area adopted by a team would
become very well covered as each bit and piece of it was observed. Such a study would not
be just once a vear at Christmas time-but rather a vear around affair. "Hot snots" can

be found and results will be certainlv much better. We get better and better at this
census counting.

So: get out into your areas for a preview prior to the count dawv, Remember, anv
species not seen on the 21st but sighted in the count period mav be reported for publica-
tion. The count period is three dayvs before the 21st, the 21st itself, and the three davs
following the 21st. (7 days total)., Payifeeés to:déhn Orr the evenine of the count dav.
Participants in the field and feeder watchers should pay the $1,00 fee as soon as possible.
It is essential that fees be collecteqd: - since ‘the Count ¢ouldn't continue without them.
They cover costly organizing, mailings, editing, and -the giant 448 parfe publication at
National. Present non-subscribers-of American Birds mav order from John Orr a copv of

the bird count issue for:$3,50 (re’uced price from $4.50) Yearlv subscriptions to this
journal are $8.00.

In addition to vour records or: tallles for the dav please give to the compiler on
a sheet 6f paper the following: (a) condition of groundi- drv, snow-covered, water frozen
or not; (b) number of hours spent in-field, including:starting and flhlShth times (list
separatelv for car and on foot); (c) number of miles covered (list separatelw for car and
on foot); (d) full details on all unusual birds reported.: This last item is verv impor-
tant. If vou come upon an unusual bird: vou must jot down all details - that is, all

identifying characteristics. Remember, rock doves and house smarrows - and starlings -
are counted. : : L "

Pay close attention to where roads go-out of the 15 mile diameter circle. It is not
permitted to count outside the circle. Try to get people living in the circle to help
you. Make contacts to develop feeder counters and other watchers. Owls -are of speeisal-
concern and some people will be out late tryine to see or hear them. Two small birds
missed in the count workshop presentation by John Orr.at the November 'rieeting were the
purple finch and the house .finch. .Theilatter is now in.our'area buf;-has not been -picked
up vet on a count. It is 2 swall bird &ften seen at feeders with purple finches. Its
color is brick-red: in.part :while the -purple finch-is a raspberry. The male house finch
has less red on:the sides.of.the head and has brown streaklngs along ithe sides.- Consult. .
carefullv Vour hnrd guldes before calllnp thése twb. - k‘:a ‘ Exdis

For the covered dlsh dlnner brlng wour- favorite - a main dlsh, salad, dessert or
other speciality. Call Olga Orr to.tell her what: vou plan -to bring. Wach.dish should
serve about 8 or so people. The Granee has nice facilities: warm rooms, stoves, utensils,
tables, .ete: -Olga“will .coordinate-the dishes so as to avoid too’ many of-éne sort.:(Too
many desserts would - not be bad for some" Fspeclallv 1f thev were oatmeal COOkleS)

Anyone mav come - to thls dlnner. If vou. do not want to brlne 1al dnsh nerhans a small
cash contribution would help pay for cups; napkins;i coffee, “etg..: Fven: 1f vou don't take -
part as a counter feel -weleome to-join in at:this~dinner because vou will -certainlv:have -

a nicée time-and a nice-filline meal. You w1ll also learn-a.lot: as the tallies come:ln
and the mexican eagles are described.=

Telechain

A telephone chain.has.heen set. up for:a cood number of:those peonle who are working
on commlttees or attendlng meetings. . - Please: note that.a breakdown can-:be avoided if sou
"jump. the. chaln" - that is,-call past: ;your own:people 1f the latter.don!'t -answer, - Look-
ing at. the. ,sheet, flnd your. name which. mlpht apnear . twnce . :Call those listed under-it.
This- chaln w111 onlv be used for important:affairs. and emergencies, . If wou did not.gét
a.copy-of this chaln and ;you-wish to be on it, ,call Ol#a-Orr &t 943 5629 or WTIte the
Gnatcatcher. People who are toll calls from ﬂltoona :can be on it.

Christmas Gift ., . Give‘'a.subscription:to- Audubon - .including a -membership.- This mieht
be:just: the.right eift-for someone who.loves-nature and is sensitive -
to the envmronmental problems.-::The istudent rate is-a bargain at $7.00/vr., - Ind1v1dua1‘.‘
membership.is $15.80 and family- membership is $18,00, Send vour check in to National:.
Audubon;:/ 950 Third -Ave.;/-New York, N,Y., 10022; - Ask for a special- Elft card to be sent-?
to the. person gettlng the . Elft It,is-not too late to do thls' . e o -crﬁ

Rec?ciiﬁa’Pro1ect ; The Blalr Fcoloqv Counc11 is contlnulnp 1ts recvcllng drlve' the dates
-are Dec. 13th and 27th at 9th Ave & 12th St, -.10:00 a.m, to 2:63 p.m.

Eléctiohs- The Janvary-meeting is electlcn time: the 'offices of secretary and vice-
o presldent dre to be filled. " The Nomlnatlng Co;nuttee has set—up and offers:

A the follow1ng ‘'slate of officers: - BRI G 5 B, N

S jh, S it ~ - 7777 “Secretary: Clalre White f?ﬁ‘f AL
CORE Tt st Ui cePresident: | Bill’ Rosevear ™ ; o
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NEWS- FROM AUDUBON LEADPR

gENATE GOVT OPERATIONS COMMITTEV CONSIDERING. LOBBYING: BILL SIMILIiﬁ
T0: INJUR1IOUS HOUSE BILL OPPOSED BY MANY MON PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS*
LETTERS TO GCONGRESSMEN URGED - . Eo K :

The Senate Government Operations Committee is con81der1ng .

S. 2477, the Lobbying Act. ot -19725, which-attempts -to set regulations
for publlc disclosure of so-called "lobbying" activitiés and contains
practlcally all the extremely serious implications- ol HiR. 15, the
House bill opposed by ‘the Nationzl Audubon Society. H. R. 15 is also
opposed by numerous other hnon-profit organizations from health and
welfare organizations to other environmental groups.

Both bills would establish an elaborate system of requlrements
for written reports coverlng contacts of every kind, not only with
_Congress and Congressional employees but-with OfflClalS of all the
" scores of departments and agencies of the executive branch of the
federal government all over the country. The time lost and paper-
work involved, and the resultant expense, would preclude or dlscour—

”"age citizen organlzatlons from seeklng information or expre531ng

viewpoints on issues with which they are concerned.

Thereé are some non—proflt organlzatlons which feel these. blllS
are 86 ridiculous there is no need to- worry about them, However,
support for the bills is growing because they make a good surface
impression, Therefore, they should be taken seriously enoughito
justify dropping a short note to your senators and congressman,
stating ‘that H.R. 15 and S, 2477 :are on the wrong track. A fresh
and more rational approach to dlsclosure of lobbying should be de-
veloped, and these bills simply dropped, . They are too unfalr to not-=
for-proflt organizations to be cured by patchwork.

TWO RESOQUNDING CONSERVATIONIST VICTORIES THIS MONTH:

'In a coriservationist's v1otory over the nation's boondoggle
water resourcé programs, voters in central Nebraska chose 8,826
to 6 935 t0 kill the Bureau of Reclamation's Mid-State progect
to channellze and divert the Platte River., The matter came to a.
test at the local level because Nebraska state law requlres a
referendum by voters in the districts dffected on renew1ng the
charter of the local sponsoring organization. "It is too bad.
more .of these. costly and ill-advised projects pu-hed by federal-
engineering agencies could not be decided by the péople,. instead
of by pork- mlnded pollthlans," commented Audubon Pre51dent 2
Elvis J., Stant, .

The $178-million project, long opposed by National Audubon
and its Nebraska chapters, would have dried up most of the Platte,
diverting it for irrigation purposes. However, farmers' benefits
would have been minimal because most farms already have their own
pump irrigation systems.. Further -diverting the river would lower:
the water table which the present irrigation pumps depend upon.
The project would also have destroyed environmentally valueable .
river lands, including a 1074 acre National Audubon sanctuary, Wthh
are the “heart of the historic area of the Platte used as a staging
area each sprlnv by two thlrds of North Amerlca s sandhill cranes.

A VICTORY FOR NILDLIFL REFUGES:

‘In"a conservationist's victory on Capitol Hill, the H use
of Representatives by 341-10 passed H.R. 5512, the blll to~protect
the National Wildlife Refuge System from land-grabbers and halt the
jurisdictional transfer of three game ranges to the Bureau of
Land Management, The House shouted down an amendment. offered
by Rep. Sam Steiger (Ariz.) intended to "gut" the entire purpose of
thebill by killing the provision to have all National Wildlife _
Refuge units administered by the Fish & Wildlife oervice. Particular
credit goes to Representatives R.L. Leggett (Cal,)s E.B. Rorsythe .
(N,J.); and also to J.D. Dingell (Mich.9 o A

CONGRESS WZAKENS PESTICIDE LAW, ADDS TO USDA ROLE:
Conservationists were briefly heartened when the Senate
Agriculture Committee made several important improvements in the

House-passed pesticides amendments bill, includi.ng an extended
authorization for the pesticide program from one to two years,
a tightened up self-certification section, and several other

technical changes, The Senate passed the bille with the im-
provements intact, but in conference most of these gains were
lost.

The act has now been extended only until April 1, 1977, and




self-certification will still be possible although EPA won the
.authority to require training of applicators, ~Overall, the final
version of thé pesticide bell weakéns the present law and giveés ™~
the Dept ~of Agriculture more Say in the regulation of pesticides,
which 1s bad news for the env1ronment., ;

PROPOSALS WOULD UNDERCUT 'FLOOD PLAIN CONTROL:

Proposals have been offered in the House and =2 enate that
would undercut the National Flood Insurance Pfograms.m As presently
written, the'Program has effective powers for setting requlrements
and safety standards for sound use of flood plains which,in '
turn, means less "need™ for: channellzatlon, dams and other .
flood control projects to protect: 1mproperly developed flood
plalns. - The Program as orglnally instituted was a voluntary one
and it proved ineffective, After five years the Congress added
sanctlons for communltles whlch failed to partlclpate, partlclpatlon

then increased tenfold, Now there's an effort to weaken key sz a%inas
sanctions, which would in effect make the program voluntary: agaln.

The proposals are being considered in the .Senate BanKing,

Housing and Urban Affairs Committee and 1n the House Banklnb,

Currency and Hou51ng Commlttee."_' N

WHOOPING CRANE BULLETIN: : .

All eight of the new whooplng cranes fledged th;s year “in
Canada have-arrived safely at thelr wintering grounds at the
Aransas National Wildlife Refug in Texas, It was the largest
number of ‘young to be added 81nce 1969, and with 48 adults, this -
brings the flock's total to- 56,  Last year 49 whoopers returned ¥
of which two were newlyifledged young. :

And ‘of the nine chicks born this sPrlng from whooplng crane
eggs transplanted tog sandh1]1 rrane nests at Grays Lake Natlonall
Wildlife Refuge, Idaho, in an experlmental attempt to start a
second wild flock" of whoopers, six+have arrived safely with the
sandhills at their w1nter1ng grounds at Bosque del Apache
National Refuge, New nex1co.

VALUE OF DEAD TREES: y il ¢ , '
Regional U.S. Forester Thesdore A. Schlapier, of Region 6
(based in Portland, Ore,) has set a policy that merits the thanks
of conservationists. He has ordered that in timbering operations
in hig§ Region adecuate numbers of dead and defective trees be
teft standing for cavity-nesting’ birds and animals; he notes that
at least 43 such’ spe01es are found in Reglon 6 ’ '

ATTEMPT TO REVIVE STRIP MINE BILL DEFEATED 'IN HOUSE:

"An attempt to resurrect the twice-vetoed Strip mine control
blll failed by one vote Nov., 12 in the House ‘Interior Commlttee.
The backers ‘were trying to add the measure as an amendment to a
pending ‘bill on the leasing of Federal larids for coal productlon,
but the effort ran afoul of some procedural disagreement and
misunderstanding, and was beaten 20-21, ‘Meanwhile, the Senate
has passed a coal-leasing bill with a mllder strip mine contriel- -
prov151on that ‘would apply only to federally owned coal lands.
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