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Into Your Hand Are They Dolivered

And the fear of you and the dread of you
shall be upon overy becast of the carth,

and upon cvery fowl of the air, upon all
that moveth upon the earth, and upon all
the fishes of the sea; iato your hand are
they delivered, ~Genesis 9:2

Christmas Bird Count

This coming Sunday - December 28th - our group will conduct its first
Christmas bird count. This outing will be a combination ficld trip/meeting.
A1l interssted mombors are urced to take part in the counting., A participa-
tion fee of $1.00 is roquired for cach momber toking part; however, those
who wish to got out just for chances to sse some interesting - and perhaps
some unusual birds - should f:sl free to take part, no fee nzcessary. The
fzo is necded from thosc who will be out most of the day to holp defray some
of the publishing exponse of the Audubon Fisld Notes. This is certainly a
good opportunity to loarn more about our winter birds. Most people would be .
surpris=d to learn of the diversity of birdlife hsre in winter.

This will be a dawn to dusk enterprise cndinz in esrly cvening with a
coveraed dish dinmner and a tallying of results at the Sinking Valley Grangs
Hall in Skelp. To ¢zt to Skelp from Kottle Strzet traverss the valley to
Black®s farm just past the Kiwanis entrance pos ts. Turn left there and pro-
caed past the Sinkingz Vallsy Country Club on to Skslp. If coming from Bell-
wood leave that town zoing toward Tyronc turning off to the rizht just out
of Bellwood; thon procced ov r Brush lMt. and down into Skslp. Even if unable
to participate in the count, come out for a bits to @at or a cup of hot choco-
latz or coffec, This should prove to be the ideal spot to warm up, share
our data and tally rosults. IMost obscrvers should be chocking in there at
5:30 or so.

Meoting instructions: To take part in the count call John Hunter Orr
at M3-5629, preforably in the ovning but actually any time is suitable.
Sevaeral small groups, cach with a loadsr, will be for med as you call in. It
will bs possible to go out at varying tivcs of th: day; this can be work:d
out by phone, A fow people will want to stay out all day but others will not.
Also by phone give notice of what you might be able to bring for the dinner.
Nothing faney. Just simple fare. (For thoss who come rcal late - don’t
worry: there will be a special owl hike.) Somcons will be prassnt most of
the day at the Granze hall to gret membars ond gu.sts and coordinate tripse.

Everyone is urged to dross warmly, to brin: binoculars and possibly -
a snack or lunch. There is a store in ths vallsy - the Country Dairy Store -
located at Sickle®s Corncr, where licht lunches are served. The groups will
comb all roads and byways possible in the given daylizht hours. It begins
to got light at 7:00 A.M. and is dark by 5:00 P.M. iuch of th: area naturally
will b: cover:-d by car, drivins slowly, stopping at promising places. Special
spots have alr-ady becn not-d as worth visiting. Bird foeders with haavy
activity should prove especially intercsting. Those members living in the
arca should bezin noting srecins at thoir foedsrs and possibly try drawing
birds in with a varicty of foods. The main effort on the 28th will be in
Sinking Vallzsy, however, the fiftzen mile diameter circle takes in an arca
going to Bcllwood, Tvrone, Spruce Croczk (‘he bridi.e), Canoe Valley, parts
of Scotch and Turkcy Vallsys, part of Gr enwood and Elbsrta, just past the
Kottle reseorvoir,

Iast Sunday®s snow mirht bz followsd by more all togethir wmaking
an interssting winter sctting in which to nlac: ourselves with the birds.



As was notid in last month®s Gnateatchor, ‘the horn:d larks ar: one of the
prime subjects of this comnt. Their number will be carcfully reported as
well 2s any choracteristics seon by obsorvinz partizs. These fascinating
birds arc littls noted rosidents of Sinking Vallay. Aftor a snowfall they
can be ssen in small flocks cating scscds along cleared portions of roads.

If there is no snow thuy tend to disperse and ars hard.r to count. Sunday,
Decomber 14th, fifty of thom were secn at five diffor-nt sponts in the valley.
This, then, is onc oxample of how snow can maks the obssrvation interssting.

~ Hoavy snows also tond to force birds in closs to houses for food.,

Although numbers of cach spociss are to be recordad on the 28th, we are
to list just the names of additional birds sighted during the two wsik period
of Docombor 20th to January lst, Birds of intercst noted so far within this
period arc: sparrow hawk, killdeer, mockingbird, robin and meadow lark.

The Altoona Mirror of Mondav, December 22nd carri=d an article on the
bird count. An appeal was made in this article for rsosidents of the count
arca to help by calling in information. ''e have offered to identify birds
for thom - something of a field service. This help should be mutual among
a2ll of our own, so if you have a problem or have a zood bird plcase call the
above number, A followeupwith r-sults of ths count will be published later.

Iot's try for a good turnout for this first count, R-membor - all
information pertaining to participation is to be had by callinz your presi-
dsnt before December 28th

Lost Pin
A pin was found at our last meeting - Nov-mber 25th - in tho Childrens?
Theater of the library, It is in the shaps of a hoart, Call U3-5629 if it

is yours.

A Shared Foeding Station

If the birds cver perfect a method of rscording theoir own history they
will surcly record the zonorosity of lir. and Mrs. Samuels of, Juaizta Gap.
At the Samuels® home a fo-ding station has boen in operation for forty-five
yearse. That’s a lot of sunflower secds, and corn, and satisfizd craws -
but as lir. Samuols can tsstify, that®s also a lot of human satisfaction.

So far this y.ar the birds have consumcd one bushel of sunflower sceds,
and will probably cat another before spring, Some birds like it so well
there they have staysd on as winter foocdors. Robins, catbirds, song sparrows,
and pine siskins are still therec, Perhaps the variety of food hslps. Poke-
berries, corn and other Samucls delicacics.

A partial record of his dipondents follows: song sparrow, brown crueper,
cardinals, whitc throats, trsec sparrows, blue jays, one red-breasted nuthatch,
pileated woodpeckor, downy and hairy woodpsckers, a pair of mourning doves,
evening crosboaks, and so on.

Mr, Samucls oxtonds an invitation to Audubhon wmombors or their friends
to visit the foeder and share his discovezio-s,
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