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Selccted from “On the N-tur- list i ture of van® by Richard R, Grabsr

First and last, naturalists ars consarvationists., Life and all the
thin s upon which life depends are th- ultimate weslth, »nd the maximum pro-
duction of lifs depends upon nothing more than lonc-torm survival of the
greatest numier of species. This in turn, now sasems to depexd upon the
knowladoe and urderstandine of one srecies. The billions of livine thines
of all srxecies which could come after us on throigzh ths millenia can be sacri-
ficed by t-ess millions who are hére nor. fouldn®t- thjs ‘be the-ultimate
crime? - to use our intellect greedily to eross that imperci:tible line to
mass extinction? It is even conceivanle that we. have alre~dy crossed it.
So little do.we understand the ocolozy of ‘earth that almost certainly we will
not know ihen we have:érossed the line toward extinetion. '‘/hat a grotesque
irony it would be if billions of ysars of organic svolution produced 2n
intellect with the potential to understand, only to have it be tha most
destructive force of all. For life is wondrous whether e thlnk ‘of it as-a
blochcmlcal acecident or as fn’ mroduet” of a"cr*ﬂtor.

Nov snber Mo et1np

Our third fall m~ ot 1 ng will be held Tuﬂqdﬂv, doven er 25th at 7:30 P.M.
in ths Childrens® Theater, grouid level of the Altoona Public Library.
Al Burd will present a slide-lecture on Pemnsylvania wildflowsrs, Many mem-
bers will racall Al's work from early last spring +hen.he first trested us
to his beautiful flower pertraits, Parking can be best had threse or more
blocks anny from' the ‘library ~oving towmrd 17th street. During llbrnry hours
it is guite difficult to zet a plﬁce rizht ‘ext to the building. Be sure to
lock all car doors wherever you ares Anvone who prefers to have somathing
solid-in the way-of back support for his se-t should be sure to get a chair
alonz-the top of the amphitheater. Refreshrvents will be c:zrved

Christmas Bird Count

The exscutive commiitee has be-un planning for a Christmas bird census
to be: held in licu of our rezular Dicewber mestin . This will be the 69th.
year. that Audubon has undert-ken a bird count in’ the . Unit-d St tos. ¥ainly
a local effort, the r-sults go into a' Journal - Audubon. Fleld Notos =~ valua-
ble to profess1onals studyinz bird life, micration, ete. ‘e hope to have this
outing as a permanent nroject and for ths first ys*r have chosen Sinkinc
Valley as the site. 1In an area 15 miles in circumference the differ nt .
smecies are noted and ‘the number of each rscorded., Small groups will attempt
to cover oxteasively the desien~ted area wit in the time span of one day.
The exact day has yet to be decided uron - it could be any day from Decemcer
20th (Sat) to Japusry lst (Thurs). Ve are especially interested in cou-ting
the hornsd larks in Sinking Valley. It would be very nice to znd the day’s
Jaunt by having a coverad dish dier - possibly in the valley somerthere. Any
su~zestions along these lines should be -2 ¢ at our ‘over er micting. lhe
Dacemier issue of the G atcatcher will have 2ll the list minute dotails. Hven
if not interested in running about for birds ones wight enjoy a short tramp in
early winter followad up with'a hot meal.

_hy Vot A Great Books List For Noture?

Never in the history of man h.s so much attontion been dir-cted to man
and his interrelations with the enviromment. iever has it been so nscessary.

It has been mv hove.that one of the thincs Auducon could do locally is
to cull this nev mass of writin's snd prepare some sort of list-r-commendations
that wonld help bring “ooks, magazine ad phamphlet articles to our local
attention. ‘'ie could even make r~commend-tions to the libr-ry for new books
or old titles.

Perhaps each of us could turn in a list of tie five bo-ks on nature,
conservation that he fezls is roally worthwhile in thls «world, Then we could
share this list with each other, -oting thosc wost mentioned, and this could
be a start.

For example, applying this thou:ht to myself, I cawme up with the following:

sand County Almanac - Aldo Leopold

Secience and Sanity - Barry Commoner

Yanything® - Jilliam Beehe

Silent Spring -~ Rachel Carson

Territorial Imperative - Thomas Ardrey (Dallas ‘iebb, =d.)




October Meeting

Our group is very fortunate in having armong its mewbers a goodly number
of naturalist speskers = two of whom - Harold Yoder and Al Richardson - come
most gquickly to mind for their fine oresentztions last October 28th. any
thanks to them for their time ~nd =iforts in ~ivins us that rrozram.
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Book Offer

A nice bargain at $1.00 is Fundsmentals of Ornitholopy by Jossélya Van
Tyne and Andrew J, Dercer. Dover is selling them in clearance at this savincs
of $2.00 a book. :There is-only a limited number-of copies avajlable so if any=-
one is 1thJestad - contact your vresident st the cominz m-eting or by phone.
The beok d-als with ornltH0107V in so1e d etail, totaliny 624 paces, It was
published in 1958, ; Zgoe

Audubon Wi1d1ife Filws: Stét‘e Collese

The Stote Collese Bird Club in conjunction with ths National Audubon
Soc1ety is currently rresentine its fifth sc~son of film-lectures., Tickets
are $1.00 for -single admission and $.50 for ‘students® single admissions. Tues-
day, Docsmier 9, Charles J. Stine will narrate his film “Land of the Drovmed
River®. tir., Stino is a last minute r-nlacament for CH:rlés T. Hotchkiss,
and for that reason, we don't kaow more about his film., One may b- sure,
though, that it will be a gem. The lecturers and films are always of the
hizest quality. : : '

Bverything is in motion for our own szries of films = 1970-1971 - a ' -
ssries of five, hopefully to be pressnted in the auditorium of the Altoona
Area High School. On March 31, of the comina year, we will sponsor a film -
at the school. This is protty well set up at this date., It rill be a trial
venture for us and hop°fully a profltable one ., ' ; '

?????'

 Is it true that the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture is plannins to ban all
us=s of DDT by the end of 19707 '



