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1969 Christmas Pird Count

Our first annual Christmas bird census was if all ways a real suceoss.
At least a dozen observers got out into Sinking Velley for the count and there
were about twenty or so adults plus children at the follow-up covered dish
dinner. Dallas iiebb, John M%Call, Jack Hancock and John Orr were out at daye
break - that is, 7:00 A.K. - struggling in vein in deep snow arcund the Kettle
Reservoir. Some dcor were seen there but no grouse or turkey. A bitter wind,
in effect, blew us back to our cars and on'up into the valley, Dal'as sightcd
tho first birds = orows they were - ot Raven Roecks, his home. Ravens are not
seen in our area any rore although there are still rocks for them at Dallasg!'
if ever they should return. Getting back on our feet after the wind lashirg,
we lrmedintely ran into a flock of redpolls = a species.of finch - and were able
to count 27 of these small birds by the end of the dey. The redpoll is very
unusual in this area coming down from Canada at times in winter. This could
well be the most unususl bird seen the entire day. It is a good one.

The vwind died down consideradly and stayed down, thus increasing the
chances for seelng birds, Our prime tarpet - the bird of empkasis in our
count day planning - the herned lark, was everywhere in the -wider part of the
lover valley. We saw them feeding in manure strips and by end of day had count-
ed 285, top in nucber of all species seen; e are eager to compare counts from
other areas with ours in order to learn more about this fascinating ground bird.

Our total nurber of species for the doy was 32, Total individuals peon:
1,400, in additional 9 species of birds were seen in the tvo: week count period
and vere listed separately on the report sheets gont to Mational Audubon., The
following is a listins of all birds seen Decomber 283 halry woodpecker, downecy
woodpocker, pllezted woodpecker, red-bellied woodpecker, flicker," erow, tuftod
titmouse, bleuckecapped chickados, blue jay, starling mmwmmw;uonm@.nununnz. junco,
redpoll, pine_siskin, foldfinch, tree snarrow, eardinal, white broasted nuthatoh,
horned lark, mendow lark, evening grosheak, cowbird, mourning dove, pockingbird,
ring-nocked ohensant, killdeor, song sparrow, sparrow hawk, red-tall haouk, _
wild turkey, white throated sparrou. . e

The other spocics recorded ares oarolina wran, yellow-belliod papaucker,
codar woxving, brown ereeper, golden crowned kinglet, house wron, black duck,
ruffed grouse and gnou bunting. The last bird is es-e ially noteworthy as
it is not scon too oftecn or in great numbora in Blair County. Two buntings

...._‘smue seen among a flock of horned larks on a.panure strip.

Loter in the day others joined in the count = Ed MCComnel, Gladys Glisson,
Harold Yoder, Al Richardson and Mr, and Vrs. Savape, Paul Luckner, Bil1l ,
Anslinger and Ketherine Debuth also contributed data, It is hoped that next -
year our efforts will extend in nurber of observers and area of torritory. It
h~s oroven to be an exciting way to spend o day. Next year we will try to have
partics set-up to inelude anyona desairing to get out - whethor expericrced in
bird identification or not. Some groups schedulo a "Blg Day" eount for the
peek of spring migration. We would 1like to try it, tire gormitting, thls spring.

A deld 'oteg, the journal publishing the Christmas bird count data from
aeress the continent, will be av:ilable to the group at a future meeting., Any-
one wishing to study it may do so by contacting John ¥°Call, our field trip
committee chairman. The count should bo out by April 1lst. Anyone wanting to
subseribe to this journal nay do so for 55,00 a year payable to National Audubon.

f the Ye

The first veeting of 1970 will be Tuesday, Januery 27th, at 7:30 P,M, in
the Childrens! Theater of the Altoona Fublie Library. John James Audubon and
his paintings will be the subject of a filmstrip program in which we may all
take part, commerting or asking questions. The filmstrips are of excellent
quality being produced by Zncyclopedia Griteannica in beautiful color. There
should 2180 be a disploy of nstural history books set up in the theater at this
timo. The library has aeresd to make availacle for our examination some of
their collection. This will be a great time to loarn more about our nameasnke,

First Meeting




¥areh 31st 1s the date of williaxm A. Anlerzon's filmelecture on the Evera-
f#lades. Thia will be “he soelety's first attennt at soonsoring such a ovudlie
locture and all of us nust do all th't ve can to make it a success. The recop-
tion of this progric by the public 2nd the group will determine whether or not
a full five feature scrios oan be held in 1970-71. Planaing kas bepun anA _
literature, tickets, cte. will be avallable at the February meeting. If sveryons
tries to publicize the film in their own way, we as a pgroup should be akle to
sell many tickets to friends and acquaintances. The Altoona High School audi-
torium has been rented for the evening of the 3lst, Propram begins =t 2:00 P,
wateh the papor for moie news and inforration on ticket purchasing. .Thoae who
have ldcas on publicity please make them known to the filmwlecture committee,
Jow 18 the time to collect our enerpies 1n working on this worthwhile project.

emwocwmmmu Prograsg

Discovery- Sunday, Februsry 8; "The Changing Faceé of tho Desert.”
Sundzy, February 15: "Xature's Strangest Vonuments."
(Botn on ABC-TY, 11:30 A.M.) o

The world of the Beaver - Friday, January 30, YBC-TV, 7330 P.M.

wild River - Tuesday, February lo, CRS=TV, 7:30 D.M, A Yatl, Geogrophie
Sociaty color special dealing with imoerative need for consere
vation of the Salmon River in Idaho. _
Survival on the Frairie - Friday, February 13, VEC=TV 7:30 F.¥. A study of
the yast area of America's rolling plainas.
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The Juniata Velley Audubon Soclcty welcozes na local meabers all thoae
within our territory belonging to National Audubon. Primarily this includes
menbors who joined prior to January 1969, .rite to the Gnateatcher for more
information or indicate on your renewal form the name of our branch if eo.
desiring to cffiliate, e nead your supnort in our local conservation cfforts.

State Collsra Film Serie

wednesday, February 18, ®The Untared Olymoics™, presented by Walter H,
Borlet. 4 film-~lecture on the wilderness Olympio area of Washington State, The
rocky, surf-battered Gezches, snow=capped peaks, glacliers snd donse rzin forests
provide romes for ¢lk, mountain beaver, marmot, osnrey, mountain goat and others,
In color at the State Collese High School Auditorium, Featerly Parkway, St. Collepe.

Student termberghl,

Our society should want to hava young psonle attending our programs and
in other ways tuking vart. The Key Club of Altoona High School, for exannle,
has offered their services if needed. Perhaps a tree-planting prograr might be
a good project to svonsor in conjunction with that group. Yational hns just
informed us thet a new stulent werbershin is now available, The rate is §6 ver
year and accords full voting privileses in branch a‘fairs. Tiais would be a
nice gift to a young nerson - high senocol or college, ard for §6 1t is well
worth it just for the Audubon ragazino alone.. .
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