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Bellwood Pumped Storage Project threatens Trout Sti‘eam,
State Game Lands, and Important Bird Area

According to an article in the Altoona Mirror; Utah-based Sym-
biotics Energy LLC, has submitted a preliminary permit appli-
cation to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission for the
construction of a $2 billion dollar pumped storage hydroeleciric
project to be situated on State Game Lands 158 between Bell-
wood and Tipton in Antis Township.

Symbiotics, doing business as Bellwood Hydro LLC, proposes
building two reservoirs, an upper and a lower, that would gener-
ate power using a tunnel that would take water from the upper
reservoir at 12,000 cubic feet per second down a 2,570 foot-long
"power tunnel” to the lower reservoir.

This project would result in no NET generation of energy. Wa-
ter would be pumped from the lower reservoir to the upper res-
ervolr using eleciricity at 16 non-peak hours and then the water
would flow back down through the turbines, generating electric-
ity during 8 peak hours. Thus, the only thing that would be gen-
erated is money for the owners, who would use cheaper non-
peak electricity to pump water up and then generate mote ex-
pensive peak electricity when the water flows back down
through the turbines.

According to the Altoona Mirror, such projecis “make money on
the difference between the cost of pumping the water during off-
peak times and selling the power generated during peak times,
although doing so requires careful management of the station
and understanding of the sophisticated energy trading markel.
The station also uses more electricity than it generates”

Juniata Valley Audubon, Save Our Allegheny Ridges and the
Moshannon Group of the Sierra Club are unconditionally op-
posed to the Bellwood Pumped Storage Project because:

1. This project would inundate a mile of High Quality trout
Class A High Qualiry trout stream.
2. This project would destroy 200+ acres of forest in a desig-

nated Blair County Natural Heritage Area (designated in the
Blair County Natural Heritage Inventory)




3. This project would be built almost entirely on State
Game Lands 158 and would take 200+ acres of land
that was set aside for wildlife conservation and public
recreation. We find it absurd that the developer is
making such plans and not even informing the owner
of the land, the Pennsylvania Game Commission.

4. Almost the entire propesed upper reservoir of this
project is in the watershed of the AWA’s Bellwood
Reservoir (specifically the Shaw Run watershed) and
would adversely affect water quality and quantity in
Shaw Run.

5. This project would destroy 200+ acres of forest in
the Allegheny Front Important Bird Area, which was
designated by the Pennsylvania Biological Survey in
2006. The Allegheny Front IBA was designated as
important habitat for breeding and migratory birds.

6. Unlike the other reservoirs in Blair County, these
two proposed reservoirs would have wildly fluctuating
water levels each day, as water is pumped upwaids
during non-peak hours and allowed to flow down-
wards during peak hours. This wild fluctuation of
water levels would not allow these reservoirs to serve
any ecological function.

JVAS has contacted the Federal Energy Regula-
tory Commission to express our opposition to this
project.
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JOIN JUNIATA VAL LEY AUDUBON!

Junmiata Valley Audubon membership provides you with the following benefits:

Notification of Juniata Valley Audubon’s exciting activities including pature programs, field trips and other events
Subscription to the bimonthly chapter newsletter, The Gratcatcher
Opportunities to participate in conservation projects and environmental advocacy, and have fun!

Friend of JVAS: §50 Corporate: $100

Life Membership: $500— All the benefits listed above for a once-in-a-lifetime fee.
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