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When: Tuesday, April 20, at 6:00 p.m. with dining to com-
mence at 6:30

‘Where: The banquet room at Hoss's Steak & Sea House, 170
Patchway Road, Duncansville (right off Old Rt. 220)

‘Who: Anyone — you don't have to be a member of the chapter
(though we encourage everyone to become a chapter-only br
National Audubon member)

Menu: A la carte.

Program: Timber Rattlesnakes in Pennsylvania, by Jim Chest-
ney and Aura Stauffer

Reservations: Please cut out and mail the form below by April
13® :

After a couple years' hiatus, we've decided to bring back the
annual banquet. This time, we're trying a location where most
everybody should be able to get what they want; Hoss's ample
salad bar should satisfy those who crave vegetables (and soup,
bread and desserts!) and people can order what they want off the
menu, too. A 20% tip will be added to everyone's check to cover
the cost of the banquet room for the evening, This way, we don't
have the hassle of collecting money and menu orders ourselves
in advance. We do still need you to let us know if you'll be
attending, though, so we can let Hoss's know how many to
expect. .

We're also looking for donations for a silent auction. Be sure to
arrive at 6:00 if you plan on bidding. Unlike the raffles we've
held in the past, there isn't any guesswork about whether you'll
get something at a silent auction -- you simply have to enter the
highest bid(s) on the clipboard devoted to the item(s) of your
choice. Contact Georgia Bottenfield, 832-2273, or Laura Jackson,
652-9268, if you have an item to donate.

WWW.jvas.org
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The annual
Juniata Valley
Audubon
banquet returns!

We're really excited about the program. Jim Chestney, venomous
species coordinator for the Fish and Boat Commission, and Aura
Stanffer, wildlife biologist with the DCNR, will jointly deliver a
presentation on one of the Commonwealth’s most fascinating,
misunderstood, and charismatic critters. They’lt discuss the his-
tory, biology, management, and conservation status of the timber
rattlesnake in Pennsylvania and the Northeast, and describe the
findings from the new statewide den survey they’ve been con-
ducting. Just how widespread are rattlesnakes in Pennsylvania
these days? How genetically diverse are they? How should we
manage rattlesnakes in light of this new information? Come to
the TVAS banquet and find out! '

We will also be installing the new officers, but we promise that
no speeches will be given.

Mail this fm_'m to.

Juniata Valley Audubon
Yice President Dave Bonta
P.O Box 148
Hollidaysburg, PA 16648










Send Rendell a strong message:
No Additional State Forest Drilling

By Representative Greg Vitali

Gov. Ed Rendell plans to lease — perhaps as early as this spring
— more Pennsylvania state forest land for Marcellus gas drilling.
This would be in addition to the almost 700,000 acres of state
forest land already available for Marcellus drilling.

No one knows what the impact of the antici-
pated drilling will be. That’s why I have intro-
duced legislation to impose a moratorium on
further leasing until we know more. '

The governor plans to raise an additional $180
million from state forest leasing for the 2010-
11 budget. He needs no legislative approval to
do this.

About 1.5 million acres of Pennsylvania state
forest land sits atop the Marcellus Shale for-
mation. With the leasing of 32,000 acres in
January, 692,000 acres of state forest land is
now available for drilling. Yet the governor
wants to lease more.

The Marcellus Shale formation lies about a
mile below about 60 percent of Pennsylvania
and neighboring states. Embedded in this for-
mation are vast quantities of natural gas that .
can how be accessed by an advanced drilling technique known as
hydrofracturing, or fracking. This technique involves pumping
millions of gallons of water mixed with chemicals into the
ground to fracture the shale, releasing the trapped natural gas.

Fracking a single well typically requires more than a million
gallons of water. Several acres of land need to be cleared for the
drilling pad. Access roads, a water sediment basin and other in-
frastructure need to be installed and a high volume of truck traf-
fic is required to transport drilling equipment and water to and
from the drilling site. This activity impacts state forests and puts
local water quality at risk.

Right now there are only three Marcellus wells producing gas on
Pennsylvania state forest land. About 100 wells are currently
being drilled. It is conservatively estimated that about 5,000 to
6,000 Marcellus wells will be drilled in the next 15 years. No
one knows what the cumulative impact of this drilling will be on
state forests or how it will affect the quality
of drinking water in the Marcellus region.

We need to stop leasing state forest land
until we can better assess the impact of this
anticipated drilling. That’s why T'have intro-
duced HB-2235, The State Forest Natural
Gas Lease Moratorium Act. This bill would
impose a five-year moratorium on further
state forest leasing. The bill also would re-
quire the Pennsylvania Department of Con-
servation and Natural Resources to study the
impact of drilling and provide an annual
report to the governor and General Assem-
bly.

+ Instead of leasing more state forest land to
balance this year’s budget, Pennsylvania
should impose a severance tax on gas drill-
ers. Almost every other state that extracts

natural gas imposes such a tax.

The residents of Pennsylvania need to send a strong message
to Rendell and the General Assembly that our state forests
and the quality of our drinking water are too important to
compromise.

Greg Vitali is a Democratic state representative from Delaware
County and serves on the House Environmental Resources and
Energy Committee. He can be reached via www pahouse.com/
vitali.




GOVERNOR RENDELL'S ENVIRONMENTAL LEGACY

$1.3 Billion Diverted, Cut From Environmental Programs Over Last 8 Years

If Gov. Rendell's proposed 2010-11 budget becomes law, a total of $1.3 billion has been diverted or cut from
environmental programs to help balance the state budget or to fund programs that conld not get
funding on their own over the last eight years. Here's the rundown-

-- $428 million in Act 339 grants intended to support wastewater plant operations over the last eight years
were climinated to balance the budget; .

. $143 million diverted from the DCNR 0il and Gas Fund to balance the FY 2008-0% budget;
-- $79 million cut fro_m the DEP and DCNR General Fund budget during FY2009-10;
-- 60 million diverted from the DCNR Qil and Gas Fund to Ba]ance the FY 2009-10 budget;

-- $100 million in 2002 from the Underground Storage Tank cleanup insurance fund o balance the budget
(although this is slowly being repaid over 10 years);

- $52,7 million one-time diversion from the Keystone Recreation, Parks and Conservation Fund in 2006
to balance the budget;

-- $50 million in 2007 and 2008 from the Environmental Stewardship Fund, which supports mine reclama-
tion and watershed restoration, to fund the Hazardous Sites Cleanup Program because there was no agree-
ment on how to fund that program;

-- $85 million in FY 2007-08, 2008-09, 2009-10 from the Environmental Stewardship Fund to pay debt ser-
vice on the Growing Greener II bond issue and taking funding away from restoration projects each year for
the next 25 years  reflecting a pattern of only environmental programs being required to address their own
bond debt service;

-- $15 million from the Recycling Fund in to balance the FY 2008-09 budget;

-- $18.4 million put into budgetary reserve in 2008-09 from the Department of Environmental Protec-
tion and Department of Conservation and Natural Resources;

— 85 million reduction in Resource Enhancement and Protection (REAP) farm conservation tax credit pro-
gram in FY 2009-10;

-- $79 million cut from the DEP and DCNR General Fund budget in proposed FY 2010-11 budget;
-- $180 million diverted from the DCNR Oil and Gas Fund to General Fund in proposed FY 2010-11 budget;

-- $5.5 million reduction in Resource Enhancement and Protection (REAP) farm conservation tax credits in
proposed FY 2010-11; and

-- $5 million in additional cuts to the agencies to balance the FY 2010-11 budget.
Bankrupting Growing Greener

For the first time, more than half of the income in the Environmental Stewardship Fund (Growing Greener)
will go for debt service in the proposed 2010-11 budget-- $36.8 million-- with only $33.2 remaining for pro-
jects. In addition, the proceeds from the Growing Greener II bond will be exhausted this year to support pro-
jects,

Debt service payments will increase to $60 million of the $66 million in new revenues corhing into the Fund
annually leaving little funding for mine reclamation, watershed restoration, oil and gas well plugging, agri-
cultural best management practices, recreation and farmland preservation.

“Rendell’s a city slicker — he doesn't understand that a century-old
state forest systen is a treasure of the Commonwealth.”

Rep. Dave Levdansky (D) Allegheny, Washington
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Why some JVAS members receive 2 newsletters

The JVAS publications chair has received several phone calls, emails, and notes from JVAS members wanting to know why they are
receiving 2 Gratcaicher newsletters. It is because those of you who receive 2 newsletters have chosen to have BOTH a National
Audubon Society membership AND a chapter-only JVAS membership.

That is fine if you wish to provide additional financial support to BOTH organizations. You should know, however, that membership in

the National Audubon Society, while much more costly than chapter-only JVAS membership, automatically confers membership in the
JVAS.

If you are a chapter-only member of the JVAS, then all of your annual dues payment stays with our chapter to be used for conservation
education and advocacy. There is a substantial cost savings to you if you choose chapter-only JVAS membership, but you will not re-
ceive Audubon magazine, only the Gratcaicher newsletter.

Those of you who insist on being BOTH chapter-only members of Juniata Valley Audubon AND members of National Audubon will

continue to receive 2 newsletters because the newsletter labels are generated independently: chapter-only labels are made by the JVAS

- publications chair , while National Audubon labels are provided by the national office in New York. Because the number of members
who have chosen BOTH National Audubon Society membership AND Juniata Valley Audubon membership is so small (about a half-
dozen out of 450 members) it would be extremely time-consuming for the JVAS publications chair to go though BOTH sets of labels
looking for duplicate names each time the newsletter is mailed. Therefore, if you receive 2 Gratcatcher newsletters, then give one to

_a friend or neighbor, drop one off at a school or doctor’s waiting room, or give it to a library.
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2009 CBC Report

The 2009 Juniata Valley
Audubon Society Christmas
Bird Count took place in the
first significant snowstorm
of what has turned into a
winter for the record books.
Despite dicey driving condi-
tions and poor visibility,
roughly two dozen people
turned out to find what they
could under less than optimal
conditions. The resulting
tally was low on numbers
but surprisingly high in the
total species count, including
a number of fine birds like
wood duck, American pipit,
and white-crowned sparrow.
The highlight of the day for
this counter was a snow-
covered barred owl that flew
up unexpectedly and landed
on a branch in Plummer’s
Hollow.

By

JVAS CBC Coordinator
Steve Bonta

Sinking Valley yielded a number of
good species, including snow bun-
tings (seen by two different observ-
ers) and red-winged blackbirds,
while Stan Kotala’s bird feeder
played host to red-breasted nut-
hatches. One new and very enthusi-
astic addition to the JVAS count is
Eli Swarey, who lives on a large -
farm less than a mile from Culp.
Although still in his teens, Eli isa
very competent birder who logged
many miles on foot and in buggy
and contributed a number of unique
species to the count.

While the weather could have been

better, the final count of 60 species
(+ 1 Accipiter sp.) was a very re-
spectable result. Here’s hoping next
year’s count will be just as fruitful,
but with more favorable weather.
Many thanks to all those who par-
ticipated!
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JVAS THANKS ITS CORPORATE SPONSORS

WAXWING
ASSOCIATES, LLC

fitolor Couth Step Cn Guides
thotor Coach Tour Flannor

Eco Towr Guides

Birdiryg Guides

Ruereatlon Grant Writer
Landscape Desions for Wildlife

Terry Wentz 814-693-6563
twentz@waxwingassociates.com
wWww. waxwingassosiates.com

~Wildlife Photography by 'Hgal aia~
~Custom Praming~

Aﬁ;oona, PA

814-996-8840
comibagkeyconm et

The @mat&gm Teacher

Jody Wallace

Certitfed Environmental Teacher
RD 1 Box 341

Tyrone, PA 16686

“Phone (814) 684-2425
creatureteachiacl.com
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Become a chapter-only member:

JOIN Juniata vauey aubuson!

Juniata Valley Audubon membership

Individual: $15

Friend of JVAS: $50

once-in-a-lifetime fee of $500.

e  Notification of Juniata Valley Audubon’s exciting activities including nature programs, field trips and other events
s Subscription to the bimonthly chapter newsletter, The Gnatcatcher

»  Opportunities to participate in conservation projects and environmental advocacy, and have fun!

Family: $20

Corporate: 5100

Life Membership: $500— JVAS Life Membership provides you with all the benefits listed above for a

provides you with the following benefits:

Supporting: $35

Mail this form to

Name
Street, Juniata Valley Audubon
P.O. Box 148
City State Zip
Hollidaysburg, PA 16648-0148
Phone
E-mail
——— — e P NS M BN NN N NN NN N NN B SN M e e e . —— R i —————— . Nl el ——————— — ey
Education................... Jody Wallace €84-2425
President................Termy Wentz 693-6563 )
creatureteach@aol.com
twentz2@verizon.net o
_Vice-President.........Dave Bonta 684-3113 'Field'TrIps... ceemrnnne . Temmy Wentz 6936563
bontasaurus@yahoo.com twentz2@verizon.net
Secrefary................ Charlie Hoyer 684-7376 Publications................. Dr. Stan Kotala (see above_j
charma?7@verizon.net Hospitality.............. ... Georgia Bottenfield  832-2273
Treasurer................Warren Baker 684-4549 Historian.....................Charlie Hoyer 684-7376
charma?7@verizon.net
Membership............. Dr. Alice Kotala 946-8840
cewiba@keyconn.net CBC Coordinator........... Steve Bonta
Programs................Dave Bonta (see above) stevebonta@yahoo.com
Conservation .......... Dr. Stan Kotala 946-8B40 S0AR Representative....Laura Jackson 652-9268

ccwiba@keyconn.net

mijackson2@embargmail.com



MARCH/APRIL PROGRAMS . MARCH/APRIL FIELD TRIPS

March 16 — “Introduction to The Nature Conser- APRIL 3 Saturday — IRONSTONE TRAIL SHUTTLE HIKE: Five-mile downhill hike

vancy and the Working Woodlands Program™ from the top of Tussey Mountan, along Shaver’s Creek to the Shaver’s Creek Environ-
mental Center grounds. Meet at Jo Hays Vista on Rt. 26 at the top of Tussey Ridge at noon.

In 2008, The Nature Conservancy purchased the Brush Helena Kotala 502-7967, h_kotala@yahoo.com.

Mountain Woodlands Preserve above Hollidaysburg.

Join TNC forester Mike Eckley and Molly Anderson, APRIL 10 Saturday — TIMBERDOODLES AT CANOE CREEK STATE PARK: The

manager of the volunteer program in Pennsylvania, to park has a variety of wetlands and old fields that provide ideal habitat for woodcocks. Ob-

learn all about a forest management system that puts serve the fascinating and unique flight of the timberdoodle. Meet at Pavilion 1 at 7:30 p.m.

wildlife first. - Dr. Stan Kotala 946-8840, ccwibai@keyconn.net.

APRIL 18 Sunday — FROGWATCH AT FLOWING SPRING: Meet at the Lower Trail
. Flowing Spring Trailhead at 6:30 p.m. for a short walk to listen to spring peepers, wood

] frogs, and perhaps other species, and possibly observe salamanders in the pools between the
April 20— JVAS BANQUET ‘ irafy and the iver Bring a flashiight andlor headlamp. Dr. Stan Kotala 946-8840,
cewiba@keyconn.net.
“Timber Rattlesnakes in Pennsylvania”
. . APRIL 24 Saturday — BEAR MEADOWS LOOP: Three-mile hike on the trail around
See page 1 of this newsletter for details. this national natural landmark in Rothrock State Forest. Spring peepers and wood frogs will
be in full chorus. Possibility of seeing spotted salamanders. You must bring a headlamp
and/or a flashlight, as we will be completing the hike after dark. Meet at the Bear Meadows
Natural Area parking lot at 6:30 p.m. Dr. Stan Kotala 946-8840, ccwiba@keyconn. net.

ABOUT JVAS PROGRAMS: Programs are presented on the third Tuesday of each month, September through May
(except December). They begin at 7 PM in the BELLWOOD-ANTIS PUBLIC LIBRARY. Take the Bellwood Exit off 1-99,
go straight thru the traffic light at the Sheetz intersection, proceed about 4 blocks and tum right just before crossing the
mhﬂwmmfhﬂﬁﬂ%mmMMmmmﬂw%M@mﬂMhmmemm
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