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Subscribe to the JVAS eNews listserv

JVAS members who would like to keep abreast of upcoming JVAS and other conservation-related news and events should sub-
scribe to the IVAS eNews listserv. Field trips, programs, and schedule changes will be posted. In addition, impromptu field trips
will take place based on weather and noteworthy bird sightings or concentrations. If you are not participating in the listserv, then
you will miss out on these events.

Also, note that any JVAS member may use the listserv to send an etnail to all the subscribers (fellow JVAS members). Use it to
inform other JVAS members of conservation issues, wildlife sightings, or to discuss nature-related topics, or just to ask questions.

To subscribe, send an email to this address:

JVAS-L-subscribe-request@]lists.psu.edu

To use the list to send an email to all subscribers, use this email address:

JVAS-L{lists.psu.edu

JVAS FINGER LAKES, NY WINE TOUR

October 9 — 11, 2009

This year we are going to try something a little different for a field trip, 2 New York Wine Country tour. Some of you may be
aware that the Finger Lakes Region of New York State is the home to many vineyards and wineries in addition to beautiful
scenery, birding spots, and recreation. Qctober is the peak of fall foliage so the scenery should be spectacular.

We will leave 5 PM, Friday evening, from Unkel Joe’s Woodshed parking lot just off Frankstown Road, Altoona. Friday night
will be overnight near Comning, N.Y, Saturday will be devoted to 7 winery visits along the western shore of Seneca Lake and the
eastern shore of Keuka Lake. Overnight, Saturday, in Bath, N.Y, then slowly make our way home Sunday with a stop at the
Coming Glass Museum and arriving back in Altoona by 5 PM. I'm sure we will see some birds along the way, although birding
will not be the emphasis.

Advanced pre-paid reservations are required by October 2, payable to WAXWING ASSOCIATES for $200 per person double
occupancy per room or $265 per person single occupancy. The cost includes 2 overnights, van transportation, and wine tasting
fees. All personal expenses and food not included. Please call Terry Wentz 693-6563 to reserve your place. Space limited
to 12 people.
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Fall is a great time for backyard and gardening opportunities. As
most bird enthusiasts know, backyard stewardship means

creating places for birds and other wildlife to feed, hide, nest, and
find water. Removing invasive plants and planting native vegeta-
tion in the yard is especially vital. And so is removing the lawn.
Cookie-cutter-styled yards with manicured lawns of bluegrass and
fescue don’t provide much in the way of useful bird habitat.

Now is a great time to reduce your lJawn to a minimum size,
eliminate the use of chemicals, and even save some money! Use
that extra lawn space for planting a variety of species and types of

plants, flowers, vines, shrubs, and bushes that are attractive to birds.

Swap a monoculture of grass with a diversity of bird-attracting
plant species. Pennsylvania has more than 2 million acres of
mowed lawn. That’s more lawn than the entire State Game Lands
system and almost as much as the total State Forest acreage! Mow-
ing the 2 million acres of lawn in Pennsylvania consumes more
than 10 million gallons of gasoline annually, at a cost of almost 30
million dollars per year!! Minimize lawn size; maximize plant di-
versity; reduce gasoline consumption; save money.

To highlight Gardening for Wildlife, JVAS hosted a Gardening for
Wildlife Tour on Saturday, June 20. More than a dozen JVAS
members toured the gardens of Debbie and Terry Wentz in Scotch
Valley and the Kotala family in Sinking Valley. JVAS leaders
highlighted the essential components of a wildlife garden: food,
water and shelter. More tours featuring the gardens of other JVAS
members will be featured next year.

If you’d like to showease your Garden for Wildlife, them please
contact JVAS Conservation Chair Dr. Stan Kotala at 946-8840.

ech owl in
ourden

JVAS Conservation Chair
Dr. Stan Kotala discusses the
importance of native shrubs
and trees as providers of food
and shelter for wildlife.

L to R: Dr. Stan Kotala,
Cheryl Washburn, Barb Baird,
Linda Busko, J¥AS Director
Laura Jackson, JVAS Hospi-
tality Chair Georgia Botten-
field, Bob Washburn, Muary
Paoli, Dr. Alice Kotala, Deb-
bie Wentz, and JVAS President
Terry Wenicz.




The following comments were made by the JVAS in response to DCNR’s
revised Right-of-Way policy on State Forest and State Park lands:

Dear Sir;

The following comments regarding DCNR's right-of-way policy are
submitted by Juniata Valley Audubon, a regional conservation organi-
zation with 450 members in south-central Pennsylvania.

The Department of Conservation and Natural Resources” decision to
open 75,000 acres of Pennsylvania’s State Forests to gas drilling com-
bined with that agency’s proposal to open 45,000 acres of State Forest
land to industrial windplant development will bring a whirlwind of
forest fragmentation upon DCNRs holdings unless steps are taken to
safeguard Pennsylvania's natural heritage. It is impossible to construct
miles of roadway associated with gas wells or miles of roads and trans-
mission lines associated with industrial windplants and not cause severe
forest fragmentation. :

It therefore is essential that the DCNR prohibit future right-of-way con-
struction unless within already-existing right-of-way corridors.

The adverse effects of forest fragpmentation include reduced habitat area,
habitat isolation and loss of species from an area, disruption of disper-
sal, increased edge effects and loss of core habitat, and the facilitation
of alien invasive species. Due to their linearity, roads and transmission
lines have particularly pronounced fragmentation effects.

Noted conservation biologist Dr. Reed Noss writes: “Edge effects, once
considered favorable for wildlife because many game species (e.g.,
white-tailed deer, eastern cottontail) are edge-adapted, are now seen as
one of the most harmful consequences of habitat fragmentation. Espe-
cially when it cuts through an intact forest, a road introduces a long
swath of edge habitat. Forest edge is not a line, but rather a zone of
influence that varies in width depending on what is measured. Changes
in microclimate, increased blowdowns, and other impacits on vegetation
may extend two-to-three tree-heights into a closed-canopy forest. Shade
-intolerant plants, many of them exotic weeds, colonize the edge and
gradually invade openings in the forest interior. Dan Janzen found
weedy plant species invading treefall gaps in a Costa Rican forest up to
5 kilometers from the forest edge. Changes in vegetation structure and
composition from edge effects can be more persistent than effects of
clear-cutting, from which at least some. forest types will eventually re-
cover, if lefl alone.” '

Dr. Noss goes on to say: “The net, cumulative effect of roads is to di-
minish the native diversity of ecosystems everywhere. Habitats in many
different places around the world are invaded by virtually the same set
of cosmopolitan weeds. Regions gradually are homogenized — they
lose their ‘character.’ Every place of similar climate begins to look the
same and most ecosystems are incomplete and missing the apex of the
Jood chain. The end result is an impoverishment of global biodiversity.”
See http//www.cco-action.org/dt/roads.html.

Even narrow open corridors through forests, such as roads and rights-of
-way, degrade the forest by creating unfavorable habitat for many spe-
cies of migratory birds because of high rates of nest predation by
ecotonal meso-predators such as foxes, skunks, and raccoons and nest
parasitism by brown-headed cowbirds. Furthermore, the effects of such
openings extend 300 feet into the forest from the edge. Interior forest,
therefore, is defined as forest occurring more than 300 feet from an
edge. Interior forest is required for successful breeding by species such

as the black-throated blue warbler, the black-throated green warbler, the |
wood thrush, the ovenbird, and the scarlet tanager.

Because these turbines will require maintenance, roads will need to be
constructed to the ridgetops of mountains that now are largely roadless,
resulting in fragmentation of their forests, which provides a pathway to
exotic invasive species, such as Ailanthus. In addition to the fragmenta-
tion caused by the construction of new, permanent roads, the three- to
five-acre pads around each tower quickly add up. Juniata Valley Audu-
bon views this loss of intact ridgetop forest as the most devastating
effect of locating windfarms on our mountains. One of our members
recently visted a major ridgetop wind installation in West Virginia and
was shocked to discover that the entire ridgetop had been cleared of
vegetation for several miles — the length of the installation. Thus, even
if the problems with bird and bat deaths by direct ¢ollision can be
solved, we would see a permanent loss of forest cover in the very places
where wildlife most needs it. In addition, in the central and southwest-
ern portions of Pennsylvania, ridge systems serve as habitat islands for
forest-dependent species, such as the scarlet tanager, the wood thrush,
the cerulean warbler, the bobcat, and the fisher.

In addition to decimating interior forest habitat, roads produce edge
effects conducive to the spread of alien invasive plants such as multi-
flora rose, Japanese stiltgrass, Russian olive, Japanese barberry, tree-of-
heaven, and Japanese knotweed. Once established on roadsides, these
alien invaders infiltrate adjacent habitats, further degrading our forests.

The construction of forest roads associated with gas wells and industrial
windplants constitutes a relatively permanent change in habitat struc-
ture. Because the construction of forest roads involves a major invest-
ment, the incentive for long-term maintenance to provide future access
is high. The longer such roads are in place, the greater the chance that
forest degradation will oceur.

There are already 2,600 miles of roads on our state forests, as well as
600 miles of natural gas line rights-of-way, and 600 miles of electric
utility rights-of-way. As a matter of fact, Pennsylvania’s state forests
now have an average of 3.13 miles of roads and rights-of-way for every
square mile. Instead of promoting energy extraction and the roads asso-
ciated with such development, the DCNR should be designing a series
of large roadless areas to safeguard our natural heritage.

Because natural resource agency lands are among the last remaining
large blocks of unfragmented land in Pennsylvania, these lands are par-
ticularly in need of protection. Ironically, a publication produced by the
Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources

- (Pennsylvania's Wildlife and Wild Places; Our Cutdoor Heritage in

Peril, Moyer 2003) emphasizes the importance of preserving these last
remaining large blocks of unfragmented habitat in the state.

Forest conservation — not energy extraction — should be the over-
arching purpose of our state foresis.

It therefore is essential that the DCNR prohibit future right-of-way con-
struction unless within already-existing right-of-way corridors.

Sincerely,

Terry Wentz, president, IVAS
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JVAS FIELD TRIP TO BEAI! MEADOWS$: $ece birds of marsh, swamp, and hresl

SEPTEMBER 27 Sunday — BEAR MEADOWS LOOP: hike the three-mile trail around this

National Natural Landmark in Rothrock State Forest. Meet at the Bear Meadows Natural
Area parking lot at noon. Leader: Helena Kotala 502-7967 h_kotala@yahoo.com




ays yield tothe ‘épolness of autumn, and over-
head a great miggation is occurring, one that can be observed
easily over the fiéxt three@onths Fhe exodus of birds of prey
from their notier bregedmg grounds is just now beginning, and
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soaf and glide more often earlier in the season when
ﬁmductlon is high. Thermals are pockets of warm air that
form tieh the sun strikés the earth, causing a warmed bubble of
air to r1§§ Mlgratlng riptors find these thermals and soar upward
on the ;pg@ur Aftér reaching the top, the birds glide south vntil
they catc ~ Iher thermal. By late October through December

s I l%l decreases, and migrating raptors

L gliding and flapping, taking advantage
dges. Raptors will often fly directly
above the ridge, cimifig closer to the ridge as the wind speed
increases. In addition, they are often observed nearer to the ridge
in the morning and late afternoon.

Summer’s waning:s

A number of Pennsylvania’s ridges have been designated as
Important Bird Ares (IBAs) by the Pennsylvania Biological Sur-
vey due to the role they play in raptor migrations: Tussey Moun-
tain (on the powercut west of Route 26 on the Huntingdon/Centre
County line), Bald Eagle Ridge (Centre, Huntingdon, and Blair
Counties), and Audubon Pennsylvania’s newest IBA, The Alle-
gheny Front (Allegheny Front hawk watch, Bedford County). One
site with very easy access that isn’t an IBA but still bears mention
is the Jaclk’s Mountain Hawk Watch on Jack’s Mountain (Mifflin
County) where state route 4007 {Wills Road) crosses the ridge.

We'll focus on our most productive Iocal hawk watch, the Stone
[@antain Hawkwatch in Rothrock State Forest, also an IBA.
Stone%Mountam Hawlwatch (elevation 2,100} was established in
1951 and is on the Huntingdon/Mifflin County border, 20 miles

b ;. # souﬂg of St@te College. From September 1 through mid-November,

#the site is.manned on weekends and sporadically during the week
by hawk counters from the State College Bird Club. The highest
i mbers%f haw¥s are obser\%ﬁm days with westerly or north-
terly %nds The:- hawkvg?a platform is located on a trail 1/3
; ) m g o,f Stone Mountam ridge by the Allens-

by Dr. Stan Kotala

are relatively small, but also old because the harsh conditi
the ridgetop aren’t conducive to rapld%rgwth The trail is mirked
clearly by orange blazes. In any cagé:the ridgetop,j§Extremely
narrow, so, if you follow the spin e ridge ndrthward from the

parking area, then you’re bound t nﬁithe hawkwatch platform
# §

The platform was constructed lﬁnteers from the’ Staﬁe College
Bird Club and Juniata Valley Augdubon moregtkran a decade ago.
Built of wood and painted gray, ig@blﬁelﬁds in¥ell with its surround-
ings. From the hawkwatch platfggniyou’ enﬁpy a commandmg view
of Stone Valley’s largely fores %dscapb to the west and Big
Valley’s (Kishacoquillas Valle 'armland to the east: Beyond
the valleys Tussey Mountain to westgand Jack’s Mountain to
the east. Happily, 1 ] gﬁg s Motintain is no longer
threatened by a 50zt i }yas proposed

bnocular‘wﬂ,] do. Some
metlmes attack a

plastic owl that’s m to tpe vi
50 high up that theyIl ook like spech

sary, and it will be rewarded. Just brin
last a few hours and you’ll see your sh

are ready to go. For other raptors, conditions are far supe
days following cold front passages with northwesterly or west%y
winds. Through October, you'll also have a good chance of seeing
bald eagles, ospreys, Cooper’s hawks, sharp-shinned hawks, and
American kestrels. November brings golden eagles, red-
shouldered hawks, red-tailed hawks, and northern harriers. Falcons
aren’t too common at the Stone Mountain hawkwatch, but you
may get lucky in October and see a peregrine or a merlin.

Although the trip to the Stone Mountain Hawkwatch is not a long
hike, it offers many hours of pleasurable viewing of the spectacle
of raptor migration, camaraderie with other hawk watchers, and
fantastic views of a glorious autumn landscape.

JVAS FIELD TRIP

SEPTEMBE INTAIN HAWK-

WATCH: Visit central PA’s premier hawkwatch at the peak of
the broadwing migration. Meel at McDonald’s on Rt 22 in Hun-
tingdon at 9am. Stan Kotala 946-8840 cewiba@keyconn.net




'444444444444444¢

FROM THE GNATCATCHER’S NEST

This year, 2009, Juniata Val-
ley Audubon turns 40 years
old! T hate to think about it,
but it is also the year I gradu-
ated from Penn State and T
have been retired for 4 years
already. Wasn’t it wonderful
that 40 years ago citizens of
the Juniata Valley organized
our local National Audubon
Chapter and we have man-
aged to continue with offi-
cers, board members, and
volunteers to keep it going,
In April 2010 we will be
electing new officers, please
think about volunteering to
hold ¢ne of these positions.

K

As President, I frequently
review the JVAS by-laws to
be sure the Board is abiding by the guidelines adopted for our chapter. Occasionally by-laws need to be
revised to reflect current thinking and methods of conducting the chapter’s business. Revisions and amendmenis
have been made to our by-laws in 1979, 1986, and 2002 for various reasons.

This year the JVAS Board has been discussing some revisions which will make the by-laws more comfortable for
the officers. We would like to present the revisions in this written format for a vote at our October program
meeting. [ will list the proposed revisions in the following paragraphs with references to the section of the cur-
rent by-laws:

Article V Meetings, Section 2 — Annual Meeting in April now requires... a banquet dinner and program
speaker, Banquet dinner requirement will be removed. This allows the option of not having a banguet din-
ner in April at the Annual Meeting.

Article VII Officers, Section 3 — The President shall serve as the principal spokesman of the Board, with
his or her signature required on all correspondence stating the Board’s position on issues authorized by the -
Board. Revise: ....signature or designee of the President required... Reason: Committee chairs write

letters on behalf of the Board which now requires the President’s signature. Prior to publication all Board mem-
bers are consulted for their input. The revision would allow the writer to send the letter out under his or her sig-
nature, eliminating the requirement for the President to sign official JVAS correspondence.

Article X Other Committees, Section 3 D. — Wetlands Committee - Entire paragraph will be removed, elimi-
nating the requirement for a wetlands commitiee. Wetlands duties are closely aligned with the Conservation
Committee and will be included in its duties.

The by-laws may be amended or appealed by two thirds vote of members present at any regular meeting which
will be the QOctober meeting on QOctober 20, 2009. Please relate any concerns to these proposed revisions
to JVAS or twentz2@verizon.net prior to the October meeting.

Terry
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JVAS Members are invited to the Sierra Club’s
Moshannon Group Fall Picnic at Whipple Dam State Park

All TVAS members are invited to the Sierra Club-Moshannon Alice Kotala at 946-8840 ccwiba@keyconn.net to let her know
Group picnic which will take place on Saturday, October 10 at what vou will be bringing so that we can avoid duplication and
Whipple Dam State Park on Route 26 in northern Huntingdon serve a variety of foods. Please bring your own utensils, cups,
County. and plates.

Our festivities will start with a gnided nature hike on the 3-mile At 1:30pm there will be a guided trip to the Stone Mountain
long Lake Trail led by Moshannon Group Endangered Species Hawkwatch, requiring a drive of a few miles south of the park.
and Wildlife Chair Dr. Stan Kotala. The hike will start at 10am  Anyone who wants to see migrating hawks and eagles should join
at Pavilion 3 near the beach at Whipple Dam State Park. Various us. There is ample parking on the Allensville Road 4 mile south

habitats will be traversed, including marsh, forested wetlands, of the hawkwatch. The hike to the hawkwatch is 4 mile long
riparian forests, and upland forests, both coniferous and decidu- over rocky terrain.

ous. If these activities at the height of fall foliage season appeal 1o
The picnic will begin at noon at Pavilion 3 in Whipple Dam you, then please join us for our planned festivities on Saturday,
State Park. The Moshannon Group will provide beverages. October 10.

Please bring a covered dish to share. Pavilion 3 does have electri-

; F information, please call Stan Kotala at 946-8840
cal outlets for crock pots, etc. Please call picnic coordinator or more information, please call Stan Kotala at 9

ccwiba@keyconn.net

JVAS THANKS
ITS CORPORATE
SPONSORS

WAXWING

_ Senior Assurance Services
ASSOCCIATES, LLC

$% Compare and Save $$
JIM DILLING, MSAA

Pennsylvania Resident Agent

406 Melvins Lane
Alexandria, PA 16611

Metor Ceach Step On Guides
Mster Coach Tour Planner

Eco Tour Guides

Birdlng Guides

Recraation Grant Widier
Landscape Designs for Wildlife

Call 24 hours: (814) 669-4795
Cell: (814) 386-379¢
jimdilling@hotrmail.com

M .

Terry Wentz 814-693-6563
twentz@waxwingassociates.cotm
www.waxwingassociates.com

The Creature Teacher

N [mﬂ es

~Wildlife Photography by Tiglgna Rotala~ Jody Wallace
~ ' ; o e Certified Environmeital Teacher
- Custom Framing~, R0 1 Bor 341

Tyrone, PA 16686

Altoona, PA

B 879-946-83840 |
| cowibachkeyconnmet |

Phone (814) 684-2425
creatureteachi@acl.com
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Juniata Valley Audubon membership

with the following benefits:

e  Notification of Juniata Valley Audubon’s exciting activities including nature programs, field trips and other events

s Subscription to the bimonthly chapter newsletter, The Gnatcatcher

s  Opportunities to participate in conservation projects and environmental advacacy, and have fun.'

Become a chapter-only member: Individual; $15

Friend of JVAS: 550

Family: 520

Corporate: $100

Supporting: $35

Life Membership: 5500— JVAS Life Membership provides you with all the benefits listed above for a

once-in-a-lifetime fee of $500.

Juniata

Mail this form to

P.O. Box 148
Hollidaysburg, PA 16648-0148

Valley Audubon

Education................... Jody Wallace 684-2425
creatureteach@aol.com
Field Trips............. ..... Terry Wentz 683-6563
twentz2@verizon.net
Publications.................Dr. Stan Kotfala (see ahove)
Hospitality.............. .....Georgia Bottenfield 832-2273
Historian.....................Charlie Hoyer 684-7376
charma77@verizon.net
DIRECTORS
CBC Coordinator... ........Steve Bonta 684-1175

SOAR Representative...

Name
Street
City State Zip
Phone
E-mail
OFFICERS
President.................Terry Wentz 693-6563
twentz2@verizon.net
Vice-President......... Dave Bonta 684-3113
bontasaurus@yahog.com
Secretary................Charlie Hoyer 684-7376
charma77@verizon.net
Treasurer................ Warren Baker 684-4549
COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Membership............. Dr. Alice Kotala 946-8840
cewiba@keyconn.net
Programs................Dave Bonta (see above)
Conservation .......... Dr. Stan Kolala (see above)

stevebonta@yahoo.com
.Laura Jackson 652-9268

mljacksen2@embargmail.com
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SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER PROGRAMS

September 15 — Monitoring of Bog Turtle Colonies
Encroached by Development in Southeast Pennsyl-
vania. Gian Rocco of the Penn State Cooperative Wet-
lands Center will discuss some of the findings from an
ongoing, U.S. Fish & Wildlife-sponsored study of this
state-endangered species.

October 20—To Be Announced. JVAS VP Dave
Bonta is still working this one out. Subscribe to the
JVAS listserv if you want to find out the topic prior to
our October meeting, or just show up for the surprise!
To subscribe to our listserv, send an email to
JVAS-L-subscribe-request@lists.psu.edu

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER FIELD TRIPS

SEPTEMBER 12 Saturday BOTTENFIELD CAMP, MT. ETNA,
PA: Bottenfields will host an all day social at their hunting camp near
Mt Etna Rails to Trails hedd. The camp acreage has irails with a
bountiful supply of birds and other wildlife. You can take a 30 minute
hike from the parking lot, take your 4 wheel drive vehicle, or transpor-
tation will be provided beginning at 9 AM to the camp. Lunch will be
provided. Please call Georgia Bottenfield to reserve your place 832-
2273,

SEPTEMBER 20 Sunday—STONE MOUNTAIN HAWKWATCH:
Visit central PA’s premier hawkwalch at the peak of the broadwing
migration. Meet at McDonald's on Rt 22 in Huntingdon ot 9am.
(THIS FIELD TRIP REQUIRES A 1/4 MILE HIKE ACROSS
RIDGETOP ROCKS) Stan Kotata 946-8840 ccwiba@keyconn.net

OCTOBER 11 Sunday — JACKSON TRAIL HIKE:
Seven-mile loop trail in Rothrock State Forest. Meet at Jo Hays

Vista on Rt. 26 on Tussey Ridge af 10 am. DIFFICULT HIKE.
Helena Kotala 502-7967 h_kotala@yahoo.com

ABOUT JVAS PROGRAMS: Programs are presented on the third Tuesday of each month, September through May
(except December). They begin at 7 PM in the BELLWOOD-ANTIS PUBLIC LIBRARY. Take the Bellwood Exit off

[-99, go straight thru the traffic light at the Sheetz intersection, proceed about 4 blocks and turn right just before crossing
the railroad overpass. Turn left at the next intersection, another 2 blocks and the library is on the right.
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